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Benedict was very decided here also. The brethren
must not elect his successor on account of his birth.
There must be no claim of nest of kin. He .was
specially anxious that his own brother after the
flesh should not be elected to succeed him. He
would rather his monastery became a wilderness
than have this man as his successor for they all
knew that he did not walk in the way of truth.
Benedict evidently feared that a practice of hered-
itary succession to ecclesiastical office might spring-
up. No doubt he had seen at least the beginning
of this in foreign parts. It was no visionary fear,
for in times rather later we have examples of
ecclesiastical benefices, and even bishoprics, going
from father to son, and that in days of supposed
celibacy. We have plenty of examples of monas-
teries descending from mother to daughter later
on in England; and in Bedels own time he men-
tions without adverse remark that the Abbess of
Wetadun (Watton, in East Yorkshire) persuaded
Bishop John of Hexhara to cure of an illness her
daughter^ whom she proposed to make abbess in
her stead. Alcuin himself, as we have seen,1 tells
us quite as a matter of ordinary occurrence, not
calling for any remark, that he himself succeeded
hereditarily to the first monastery which he ruled,
situated on Spurn Point, the southern promontory
of Yorkshire. We cannot doubt that the evils
naturally arising, in some cases at least, from
hereditary succession to spiritual positions, had
much to do with the intemperate suppression of
the secular clergy and the enforcement of clerical

1 See p. 5.